
 
 

Fife Charities Band Association 
80th Annual Open Contest 
Saturday, September 26th, 2026 
 
We are delighted to extend an invitation to your band to compete at the 80th FCBA Open Brass 
Band Contest. 
 
Venue & Time 
 
The contest this year is being held in the Adam Smith Theatre, Kirkcaldy, on Saturday 26th 
September, and will be held under the rules of SBBA. 
 
The contest will commence at 9.30am. 
 
Adjudicators 
 
Two adjudicators will be used for the contest and adjudication will be closed.  One adjudicator 
will score and therefore rank the full results of the test piece contest and the other will do the 
same for the march and hymn tune contests. NB - the choices for the individual instrumental 
awards will also be shared between our two adjudicators with the exception of the ‘Unsung 
Hero’ award which is best determined by open adjudication and will be selected by a special 
guest to be announced in due course. 
 
The names of our appointed adjudicators will be published no later than on the morning of the 
contest. 
 
Draw 
 
The order of play for the contest will be determined by a split draw on the day of the contest. 
The first draw will take place at 8.30am and the second draw at approx. 1pm.  This is in line 
with the format adopted by the Spring Festival, for which this contest acts as a qualifier. 
 
A pre-draw to determine which bands will play in which draw will take place after entry has 
closed and all bands will be notified at the earliest possible opportunity of their position. 
 
Any requests for a first half draw must be intimated when your entry is submitted to the FCBA 
Secretary.  No requests can be made for a second half draw. 
 
Music Requirement 
 
Each band will perform an own choice march, hymn tune and test piece.  The three pieces can 
be performed in any order the band wishes. 
 
Unmarked scores (one set) must be provided for the adjudicators no later than August 31st.  It 
would be particularly helpful if you could also (NOT instead of) provide a digital set. 
 
Entry Fee and Tickets 
 



The entry fee for the contest is £150.00 (FCBA Member bands are £100).   
 
Entry fees are non-refundable. 
 
All bands will receive 30 wristbands for band members. 
 
Percussion 
 
A full set of percussion will be provided on stage. Following the closing date for the contest, all 
entered bands will be provided with a list of percussion. 
 
Prizes 
 
The Open Contest (based on the testpiece performance) will have three trophies, for 1st to 3rd 
places. 
 
A trophy will also be awarded to the conductor of the winning band in the Open Contest. 
 
The highest placed Championship or 1st section band not already qualified for the 2027 Spring 
Festival will receive an invitation to that event. 
 
The winning 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th Section bands in the Open contest will all receive a trophy. 
 
The FCBA “A Band” trophy will be awarded to the highest placed FCBA member band from the 
Championship, 1st or 2nd Section in the Open Contest. 
 
The FCBA “B Band” trophy will be awarded to the highest placed FCBA member band from the 
3rd or 4th Section in the Open Contest. 
 
Additionally, trophies will be awarded for the best performance of the March & Hymn Tune. 
 
Individual trophies will be awarded for the best cornet, horn, baritone, euphonium and 
trombone players, as well as the best bass and percussion sections.  There will also be a prize 
for the highest placed NON FCBA band. 
 
Closing Date 
 
Closing date for entries is Tuesday 30th June 2026.  
 
Please note - a high entry is anticipated, and entry will be capped at 16 bands – should this be 
reached prior to the closing date; entry will close, and we will operate a waiting list for entry.   
 
Note your entry is only confirmed on receipt of the entry fee and form. 
 
Further Information 
 
For further information, contact the FCBA Secretary by email – secretary@fifebrassbands.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Please complete and return this page via email to – secretary@fifebrassbands.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
Name of Band:  
 
Section:                
 
Conductor at contest:  
 
Contest Secretary:  
 
Telephone:    
 
Email (for draw):  
 
Mobile (on contest day): 
 
Payment method – cheque/BACS (delete as appropriate)  
 
 
Entry fee is £150 (£100 for FCBA member bands).  Cheques – payable to FCBA - may be sent to: 
 
Lynsey Mcilwraith 
Secretary – FCBA 
7 Girvan Crescent 
Airdrie ML6 8HP 
 
Should you wish to pay by bank transfer, you can send payment to the following account, using 
your bands name as a reference please! 
 
Royal Bank of Scotland 
Name on account – FCBA 
Account No. 13684570. Sort Code. 83-17-17 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 


